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WHEAT POOLS STUDIED 
IN UM PUBLICATION
MISSOULA—
Producer wheat pools may not be a solution to the current plight of Great 
Plains producers, according to marketing expert Heiko do B. Wijnholds.
Wijnholds, an associate professor of marketing at Virginia Comnonwealth 
University in Richmond, discussed wheat pools in the current issue of Montana 
Business Quarterly, published by the University of Montana School of Business 
Administration.
Growing wheat surpluses, rising costs, lower prices, more competitive 
foreign markets, and the recent Soviet grain embargo have led producers to 
consider alternative channels of distribution, Wijnholds explained. Producer 
pools, in which a farmer group markets its wheat directly, is one such alternative, 
he said.
In 1976-77, Wijnholds studied the operation of a producer wheat pool in 
North Dakota and analyzed the reasons for its failure. He said that the classes 
of wheat offered, hard red spring and durum, were of extremely high quality and 
therefore more expensive than other available wheat, and that larger bulk sales 
were precluded because the amount of wheat available was limited to that grown 
by the pool members.
Also, Wijnholds said, since the pool members wished to preserve the identity 
of their wheat, without blending with that grown elsewhere, shipping and handling 
per-unit costs were higher than average. The result of the North Dakota effort, he 
found, was that while a competitive price was obtained for pool wheat, the net 
return for the producer was lower than more traditional marketing prices.
-over-
WHEAT POOLS--add one
The author cautioned that the results of his study are not final as the scope 
of the operation discussed was limited. Wijnholds said that no final judgment 
can be passed on the viability of a wheat pool as an alternative export marketing 
channel until the scope of the operation has been expanded.
Wijnholds was previously a faculty member at the University of North Dakota, 
Grand Forks.
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